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Life of Paul Jones. 



THIS extraordinary character, who kept 
the coafts of the United Kingdom in a 
conftant ftate of alarm for a confiderable time, 
was born on the eftate of Lord Selkirk, near 
Kirkcudbright, in Scotland, about the year 
1728. His father's name was Paul, a fteady 
methodical Scotchman, who was head gar. 
dener to Lord Selkirk, to whom young Paul 
adted as afsiftanr. in the fame eftablifhment, 
as will appear from the following ftory re- 
corded of the father and the fon : — 

In the gardens there were two fummer- 
houfes alike. One day Lord Selkirk, in his 
walks, obferved a man locked up in one of 
the fummer-houfes, and looking out of the 
window. In the other young Paul appeared, 
looking out of the correfponding window, 
which induced his lordfhip to enquire of the 
gardener why thofe lads were confined ; to 
which the gardener replied, " My lord, I 
caught the rafcal ftealing your lordfhip's 
fruit." ** But," fays his lordfhip, " there 
are two of them; what has your fon done: 
is he alfo guilty ? Old Puil coolly replied, 
" Oh no, pleafe your lordfhip, I juft put him 
in for the fake of fymmetry." 

In this fervice he continued for fonie years, 
but at length being detected in certain kna- 
vifh tricks, which would have entitled him 
to a fituation in the fummer-houfe, or fonie 



clofer place of confinement, on other grounds 
than thofe of fymmetry, he was difmiffed 
from the employ of Lord Selkirk. And now- 
being at liberty to follow the bent of his 
inclination, being of a wild and ardent difpo- 
fition, he betook himfelf to a fea-faring life, 
for which his habits, and the experience he 
had gained by a long refidence near to a fea- 
port, had well prepared him. He commenced 
his naval career as a common failor, in which 
fubordinate fituation he did not remain long, 
for his talents (till rendered him confpicu- 
ous, and he was appointed mate j and hav- 
ing made level al voyages to the Weft Indies 
as common failor and mate, he was at laft 
appointed mafter of a veffel. 

Shortly after the rupture between Great 
Britain and America, he happened to be at 
Pifcataway, in New England, and being 
prompted partly by a fpirit of revenge, and 
partly by the profpect of plunder in predator 
ry warfare offered by the approaching war, 
he was induced to defert his national ftan- 
dard, and enlift under that of the revolu- 
tionifts ; and on this account he changed hia 
name from John Paul to that of Paul Jones. 
For this new and bufy fcene of action, his 
enterpriling difpofition and talents were ad- 
mirably adapted ; and thefe, in addition to 
his complete knowledge of the nerthera 
(ioalTs of Great Britain in particular, which 
were the lead defended, foon brought him 
into notice, and pointed him out as a pioper 
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leader in the maurading fchemes then in 
agitation. Accordingly, in the latter part of 
the year 1777, he was actively employed, as 
commander, in fitting out the Ranger priva- 
teer, mounting 18 guns, and feveral fwivels, 
and manned with a defperately daring crew 
of 150 men. In the courfe of the winter he 
put to fea, and made two captures on the 
European fide of the Atlantic ; both of which 
prizes he fent into a French port. 

In the month of April, 1778, he made his 
appearance in his new and defperate charac- 
ter, for the firft time, in the neighbourhood 
of his native place, and immediately pro- 
ceeded to put in execution a well-digefted 
plan for burning and deftroying the town 
and fhipping of Whitehaven. Having made 
the land, in order to avoid obfervation, he 
cautioufly kept the offing; but, at the clofe 
of evening, having made the neceffary pre- 
parations, he flood in towards the more ; 
and at midnight, having approached fuffi- 
ciently near, he defpatched his boats, with 
thirty daring fellows, well armed, who pufii- 
ed off in deep filence from the vefiel. The 
bay and entrance of the harbour was com- 
manded by a fmall battery, and it was necef- 
fary to fecure this before they could venture 
to proceed farther. Having made good their 
landing, the party rufhed upon' the fmall 
garrifon before any alarm could be given, 
and made them prifoners. They immedi- 
ately fpiked all the guns of the battery, and 



every thing promifed complete fuccefs to 
the daring enterprife of the affailants. It was 
low water, and the veffels in harbour were 
laying clofe together, and there feemed no 
ohance of efcape from total deftruction, 
fhould they be once fired, and the flames 
get a-head. Having no expectation of fuch 
an unwelcome vifit, no watches were fet on 
board the (hips, and the inhabitants of the 
town were quietly repofing in their beds, in 
fuppofed fecurity. In the fulled confidence, 
therefore, the armed party difperfed them- 
felves. and depolited matches ready primed, 
amidft combuftibles, on the decks and in the 
riggings of the feveral veffels in the har- 
bour. Nothing more was now required to 
complete their deftruction, than the fignal 
for letting fire to the trains. At this criti- 
cal conjuncture the inhabitants of the main 
ftreet were alarmed by a loud knocking at 
their doors, and in alarm was fpreadin every 
diredion. The affailants now perceived that 
they were difcovered, and nothing remained 
for them but to begin in hafte their work of 
destruction ; for the alarm having been ge- 
neral, crowds were obferved running towards 
the piers, attracted by the lights which the 
marauders, on their retiring, were haftily 
throwing on board the veffels, and fortu- 
nately without effeft, only one being feii- 
oufly fcorched, as the crews, aided by the 
townfmen, fucceeded in extinguifhing the 
flames before they reached the rigging. — 
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Foiled in their defperate attempt, ths priva- 
teer's men reached their boats, and putting 
off in fallen chagrin, got on board their (hip 
in fcfety. 

On mufterxng the crew, one of the party 
was miffing, and it was to that man the peo- 
ple of Whitehaven were indebted for the pre- 
servation of their lives and property ; for, 
influenced either by confcientious or felf-in- 
terefted motives, he had quitted his compa- 
nions when they were bufy in the harbour, 
and proceeded haftily up the main ftieet, 
knocking loudly at every door, by which he 
had routed the inhabitants from their be is, 
and called upon them to fave their lives and 
property. 

Jones having completely failed in this eo- 
terprife, made the belt of his way acrols the 
Solway Frith towards the coaft of Scotland, 
and entered the river Dee, forming the har- 
bour of Kirkcudbright, with the dawn of the 
morning. A. little above its junction with 
the fea, the river Dee expands into a kind of 
eftuary. Here, where the river is about a 
mile and a half in width 4 on a promontory, 
or rather ifland, (lands the caille of Lord 
Selkirk, St. Mary's Jole, within a very little 
diftance of a fpot endeared to Jones by the 
ftrongeit ties, and the earlieft affociations ; 
and here a little after fun-rife, Jones dropped 
his anchor. Early in tne morning the pri- 
vateer had been obferved making her way 
up the river — her guns and warlike appear- 



ance, attracting attention, and exciting much 
curiofity, as veffels of that defcription were 
very feldom feen working up the intricate 
paffage of the.Dee. None entertained a fuf- 
picion of the true character of the privateer ; 
but the male part of the population looked, 
upon her as a gueft equally to be dreaded, 
for they fuppofed her to be a fhip of war 
coming up, in order to imprefs feamen, or 
others, for the navy. On this account, at an 
early hour, Lady Selkirk (his Iordfhip being 
fortunately in London at the time) was in- 
formed of the arrival of the fuppofed king's 
fhip ; and the men-fervants prefented their 
requeft to her ladyfhip, for leave to abfent 
themfelves, for the purpofe of concealment. 
The privateer, immediately on cafting an- 
chor, fent an armed boat afhore, and the 
crew landing, (trolled about, without appear- 
ing to have *ny particular object in view, and 
after fome time took again to their boat, and 
returned to the privateer. Before, however, 
the people had recovered from their firft 
alarm, they again obferved tht boat pufhing 
off for the fhore, and in a little time a body 
of armed men landed on the beach, uninter- 
rupted by the unfufpecting people. They 
did not now ftroll about as before, but in 
regular order marched directly to the caftle, 
which they immediately furrounded, and 
then, for the firft time, a fufpicion of the real 
character of their vifitors was excited. Lady 
Selkirk and her children were then the only 
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members of the family refident in the caftie; 
her ladyfhip had juft finifhed breakfaft, when 
flie received a fummons to appear before tke 
officer commanding the party. She obeyed 
the fummons, with apprehenfions of danger, 
which were not abated on approaching the 
party, whofe ferocious appearance and ragged 
drefs too plainly betokened their hoftile pur- 
pofe ; and as it now appeared that plunder 
was their chief object, the worft might be 
expected, mould any refiftance be offered. 
The diverfuy of arms with which the party 
were equipped, farther confirmed the ill opi- 
nion entertained of the marauders; thefecon- 
fifted of mufkets, piftols, fwords, &c, and 
one fellow bore an American tomahawk over 
his fhoulder. Two officers commanded the 
party — the one rude in his manner — the 
other courteous and refpe&ful, and apolo- 
gized to her ladyfhip for the unpleafant duty 
in which it was unfortunately his lot to ap- 
pear as the principal. 

Their firft enquiry was for the appearance 
of Lord Selkirk j and on being affured that 
he was not in that part of the country, they 
expreffed confiderable difappointment. Af- 
ter a fhort paufe, the officer who had treated 
her ladyfhip with the moft refpect, faid, he 
muft requeft the production of all the plate 
in her pofl'tffion. She anfwered, that the 
plate which was in the caftie was but fmall 
in quantity, but, fuch as it was, they mould 
have it. Accordingly, the whole was laid 
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before them, even the filver tea-pot which 
was ufed at breakfaft, and which had not 
fince been waflied out. The officer, on re- 
eeiving it, ordered his men to pack it all up, 
and apologizing to the lady for his conduct, 
he retired with his party, and returned to the 
fhip, leaving the family not a little pleafed 
at their efcape from a worfe fate, which they 
apprehended. Still, however, as the fhip 
did not immediately get under weigh, her 
ladyfhip entertained fears of a fecond vifit, 
which, however, were fortunately unfound- 
ed, as in a few hours the privateer proceeded 
to fea. Lady Selkirk was ftill more gratified, 
in a few days, by the receipt of a letter from 
Jones, written in a romantic ftyle, in which 
he entreated her ladyfhip's pardon for the 
late affront— affuring her, that fo far from 
having been fuggefted or fanctioned by him, 
he had exerted his influence in order to pre- 
vent it ; but his officers and crew had in- 
filled on the enterprize, in the hope of get- 
ting poffeffion of the perfon of Lord Selkirk, 
for whofe ranfom they anticipated a confi- 
derable fum might be realized. This Jones 
declared was the objett of their firft vifit ; 
in which having failed, they began to mur- 
mur on their return on board, and infifting 
on landing again, and plundering the cattle, 
he was reluctantly obliged to give his affent. 
As a proof of his innocence, he added, that 
he would endeavour to purchafe of them the 
plunder they had fo difgracefully brought 
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away, and tranfmit the whole, or futh as he 
.could obtain, to her ladyfhip. 

Several years elapfed without hearing hem 
Jones, and all hope of the realizement of his 
promife had vanifhed ; but, in the fpring of 
the year 1783, to the great and agreeable 
furprife of her ladyfhip, the whole of the 
plate was returned, carriage paid, precifely in 
the fame condition in which it had beea 
taken away, the tea-leaves remaining in the 
tea-pot as they were left after the breakfaft, 
on the morning of their vifit to the cattle. 

The report of the landing of Jones's party 
had fpread rapidly through the country, and 
it reached London with every fpecies of ex- 
aggeration. Lord Selkirk received the re- 
port, with all the additions it had accumu- 
lated in its progrefs to London, that his eaf- 
tle had been burnt to the ground, and his 
family made prifoners ; he immediately left 
the capital, and haftened northward ; and rt 
was not until he had reached about half-way, 
that his anxiety was relieved by correct in- 
formation of the real ftate of the affair. 

Jones, on clearing the land, now flood to 
the northward, and towards evening making 
the Infh coaft, he entered Belfift Loch, and 
as he proceeded, either burning or capturing 
ieveral filhing-boats. He was foon defcried 
by Captain Burdon, of the Drake floop of 
war, of 14 guns, and 100 men, who, con- 
ceiving the privateer to be a merchantman, 
ordered a boat to be manned, and defpatched 
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her for the purpofe of imprefsing fome of the 
crew of the privateer. On coming along- 
side, the boat's crew immediately boarded 
the fuppofed merchantman, but they foon 
found they had caught a tartar, for they 
were immediately fecurcd. 

Captain Burdon, perceiving that his boat 
did not make any (hew of returning, and ob- 
ferving the fuppofed trader crowding fail, 
now fufpected that fomething was wrong, 
and loft no time in giving chafe, and pre- 
pared for action. On coming up with the 
privateer the Drake opened a (harp fire, but 
owing to the darknefs of the night it could 
not be continued with effect, and the fhips 
feparated j but when daylight appeared, the 
engagement was renewed with vigour, and 
gallantly maintained for more than an hour, 
when Capt. Burdon and the firft lieutenant 
of the Drake being killed, twenty of the crew 
difabled, a topmaft fhot away, and the {hip 
very ferioufly damaged, (he was under the 
necefsity of furrenderihg to the privateer. 

The coafts on both fides of the Channel 
being now in a ftate of alarm, Jones deemed 
it imprudent and unfafe to remain longer in 
that quarter ; he therefore made all fail with 
his prize towards Breft, the port of which he 
reached without interruption, when he com- 
municated the fuccefs he had met with, and 
the other refults of his cruife, to the Ame- 
rican reprefentative then refident at Paris, 
the celebrated Dr. Franklin, who ftrongly cen- 
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fured the piratical attack upon St. Ma- 
ry's Me. 

After Jones had attained the rank of com- 
mander, he paid a vifit to the coaft of Nor- 
thumberland, which was the occafion of the 
fitting out of two armed veffels in the river 
Tyne, viz : the Anti-gallican, and the Heart- 
of-Oak privateers — the former of which 
failed on the 6th, and the other on the 24th 
March, 1779, amidft the acclamations of all 
on both fhores of the Tyne ; but they were 
not fo fortunate as to fall in with the enemy, 
for he re-appeared off Tynemouth in the 
month of May following, and again in the 
middle of Auguft the fame year, when he 
lay off Newbiggin for nearly a whole day, 
and was feen by great numbers of fpectators. 
The following winter, Jones commanded 
the Bon Homme Richard, of 40 guns, with 
a complement of 370 men, in which he acted 
as commodore ; having under his command 
alfo the Alliance frigate, of 36 guns, and 300 
men ; the Vengeance brig, of 14 guns and 
70 men : and a cutter ef 18 guns, all in the 
fervice of the American Congrefs. The Pal- 
las, a French frigate, was alfo added to his 
fquadron. He failed with this fnjUH, yet for- 
midable fquadron, from Port l'Orient in 
July, 1779, and made his appearance off the 
coaft of Kerry, where he fent his boat's crew 
afhore, in order to bring off fome fheep ; but 
the people having affembled to defend their 
property, they fecured the affailing party, 
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and fent the prifoners to Tralee gaol. From 
thence he failed northward, ran down the 
eaftern coaft of Scotland, making captures in 
his progrefs of a ftore-fliip from Quebec, 
and many other valuable prizes, all of which 
he ordered to fail to France. On the 14th 
of September he was offDunlear, and feen to 
capture two prizes clofe in more. No ade- 
quate force being at that period in the north, 
a circumttance of which he appears to hare 
been well apprifed, he difpatched his mips 
in various directions, and at laft refolved on 
the bold and hazardous attempt of burning 
the (hipping in the harbour of Leith, and col- 
lecting tribute from the undefended towns 
on the coaft of Fife, boldly entered the Frith 
of Forth, and dafhing up, came in fight of 
Leith and Edinburgh on the 1 6th September. 
The tide running down, and the wind blow- 
ing ftrong from the weftward, he came to an 
anchor under the ifland of Inch Keith, nearly 
oppofue to Kirkaldy, in Fifefliire. On the 
following morning he wpighed anchor, and 
endeavoured to beat up for Leith harbour ; 
but the breeze increasing to a violent gale, 
he fprung one of his topmafts, which com- 
pelled htm to bear up, and proceed down the 
Frith with fuch rapidity, that he was very 
foon beyond the reach of fight. 

While laying off the town of Kirkaldy, it 
is reported that he fent a {ummons to the in- 
habitants for a contribution, threatening, in 
the event of a denial, to fire- into the town. 
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Many of the inhabitants had collected upon 
the beach, among whom appeared a venera- 
ble and reverend minifter of the town, (Mr. 
Shireff) who exhorted the people to courage 
and confidence in the Supreme Being, who 
would not allow the enemy to do them any 
injury — and offered up a prayer to the Al- 
mighty, that he would avert the impending 
danger. Shortly afterwards the wind blew 
fo ftrong that the Bon Homme Richard could 
not remain in the Frith, but was compelled 
to go before the wind. On hearing this, 
Jones is (aid to have attributed the change of 
weather to this good man's prayer, " Deus 
Jlummabantur ." Foiled in this attempt at 
deftroying the fhipping in Leith harbour and 
roads, Jones rejoined his fquadron, and pro- 
ceeded to cruife off the coafi of England, 
where, on the 23d day of September, he fell 
in with a Britifh convoy from the Baltic, un- 
der efcort of his Majefty's fhip, the Serapis, 
of 44 guns, commanded by Capt. Pearfon, 
and the Countefs of Scarborough armed fhip, 
of twenty guns, commanded by Capt. Thos- 
Piercy : the refult was one of the moft me- 
morable naval actions on record in the an- 
nals of the navy. 

The conduct of Capt. Pearfon in this affair 
exceeded all praife, and he was nobly fup- 

ported by his companion, Capt. Piercy 

The following account of the battle was fent 
to the Lords of the Admiralty by the brave 
Capt. Pearfon : — 
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" Pallas Frigate, in Congress Service, 
Texel, October 6, 1779. 

" On the23d ult. being close in with Scarborough 
about twelve o'clock, a boat came on board with a 
letter from the bailiffs of that corporation, giving 
information of a flying squadron of the enemy's 
ships being on the coast, and of a part of the said 
squadron having been seen from thence the day be- 
fore standing to the southward. As soon as I re- 
ceived this intelligence, I made the signal for the 
convoy to bear down under my lee, and repeated 
it with two guns; notwithstanding which the van 
of the convoy kept their wind, with all sail stretch- 
ing out to the southward from under Flamborougb- 
head, till between twelve and one, when the head- 
most of them got sight of the enemy's ships, which 
wera then in chase of them. They then tacked, 
and made the best of their way under the shore for 
Scarborough, letting fly their topgallant sheets, 
and firing guns ; upon which I made all the sail I 
could to windward, to get between the enemy's 
ships and the convoy, which 1 soon effected. At 
one o'clock we got sight of the enemy's ships from 
the mast-head, and about four we made them plain 
from the deck to be three large ships and a brig; 
upon which I made the Countess of Scarborough's 
signal to join me, she being in shore with the con- 
voy ; at the same time I made the signal for the 
convoy to make the best of their way, and repeated 
the signal with two guns. 1 then brought to, to let 
the Countess of Scarborough come up, and cleared 
ship for action. 

" At half past five the Countess of Scarborough 
joined me, the enemy's ships bearing down upon 
us with a light breeze at S. S. W. ; at six tacked 
and laid our head in shore, in order to keep our 
ground the better between the enemy's ships and .the 
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eonvoy ; soon after which we perceived the ships bearing 
down upon us to be a two-deck'd ship and two frio-ates" 
but from their keeping end upon us in bearing down, we' 
could not disrern what colours they were under. At 20 
minutes past 7, the largest ship of the 3 brought to on 
lee-bow, within musket-shot. I hailed him, and asked 
what ship it was? They answered in English the Prin- 
cess Royal. I then asked where they belonged to? They 
answered evasively—on which 1 told them, if they did 
not answer directly, I would fire into them. They theu 
answered with a shot, which was instantly returned with 
a broadside ; and after exchanging 2 or 3 broadsides, 
he backed his topsails and dropped upon our quarter 
within pistol-shot ; then filled again, put his helm a-wea-' 
ther, and ran us on board upon our weather quarter, and 
attempted to board us, but being repulsed, he sheered 
off; upon which I banked our topsails, in order to get 
square with him again : which, as soon as he observed 
he then filled, put his helm a weather, and laid us a- 
thwart hawse; his mizen shrouds took our jib-boom, 
which hung him for some time, till it at last gave way, 
and we dropt alongside of each other head and stern, 
when the fluke of our spare anchor hooking his quarter, 
we became so close fore and aft, that the muzzles of our 
guns touched each others' sides. 

" In this position we engaged from half-past 8 till 
half past 10; during which time, from the great quan- 
tity and variety of combustible matter which they threw 
upon our decks, chains, and, in short, into every part 
of the ship, we were on fire not less than 10 or 12 times 
in different parts of (he ship, and it was with great diffi- 
culty and exertion at times that we were able to get it 
extinguished. At the same time the largest of the two 
frigates kept sailing round us dining the whole action, 
and raking u < fore and aft, by which means they killed 
or wounded almost every man on the quarter and main 
decks. At half pastO, either from a hand-grenade being 
thrown in at one of our lower-deck ports, or other aeei- 
dent.a cartridge of powder was set on fire, & the flames 
running from cartridge to cartridge all the way aft, 
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blew op the whole of the people and officers that were 
quartered abaft the mainmast ; from which unfortunate 
eirsumstance all those guns were rendered useless for 
the remainder of the action, and I fear the greatest part 
of the people will lose their lives. 

" At ten o'clock they called for quarters from the 
ship alongside, and said they had struck Hearing 
this I called upon the captain to say if they had struck, 
or if he asked for quarter; but receiving no answer, 
after repeating my words two or three times, I called 
for the boarders, and ordered them to board, which they 
did ; but the moment they were on board her, they 
discovered a superior number lying under cover, with 
pikes in their hands, ready to receive them; on which 
our people retreated instantly into our own ship, and 
returned to their guns again till half past ten, when the 
frigate coming acress our stern, and pouring her broad- 
side into us again, without our being able to bring a 
gun to bear on her. I found it in vain, and in short 
impracticable, from the situation we were in, to stand 
ent any longer with the least prospect of success; 1 
therefore struck. Our mainmast, at the same time, 
went by the board. 

•* The first lieutenant and myself were immediately 
escorted into the ship alongsidp, when we found her to 
bean American ship of war, called the Bon Homme 
Riehard, of 40 guns and 375 men, commanded by Capt. 
Paul Jones ; the other frigate which engaged us to be 
the Alliance, of 40 guns, and 300 men; and the third 
frigate, which engaged and took the Countess of Scar- 
borough, after two hours' action, to be the Pallas, a 
French frigate, of 30 guns and 275 men ; the Ven- 
geance, an armed brig, of 12 guns, and 70 men; all in 
•ougress service, under the command of Paul Jones. 
They fitted out and sailed from Port L'Orient the latter 
eed of July, and came north about. They have on 
board 300 English prisoners, which they have taken 
in different vessels in their way round since they left 
France, and have ransomed some others. On my going 
on board the Bon Homrae Richard, I found h?r in the 
greatest distress, her quarters and counter on the lower 
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deck enlirelj drove id, and the whole of her lower dec* 
guns dismounted ; she was alao on fire in two plaeei, 
and six or seven feet of water in her hold, whieh kept 
ncreesing upon tham all night and the next day, till 
they were obliged to quit her, and she sunk with a 
fireat number of her wounded people on board her.— 
She had 300 men killed and wounded in the action. 
Our loss in the Serapis was also very great. 

" My officers, and people in general, behaved well; 
aod I should be very remiss in my attentions to their 
nmrit, were I to omit recommending them to their 
Lordships' favour. 

'* I must at the same time beg leave to inform their 
Lordships, ihat Captain Piercy, in the Countess of 
Scarborough, was not the least remiss in his duty, he 
having given me every assistance in his power ; and 
as much as could be expected from such a ship, in en- 
gaging the attention of the Pallas, a frigate of 32 guus, 
during the whole action. 

" I am extremely sorry for the accident that has hap- 
pened, that of losing his Majesty's ship which 1 had 
the honour to command ; but at the same time I flatter 
myself with the hope that their Lordships will b« con- 
vinced that she has not been given away ; but, on tba 
contrary, that every exertion has been used to delend 
her, and that two essential pieces of service to oor 
eonntry have arisen from it ; the one, in wholly over- 
setting the cruise and intentions of this fljing squa- 
dron ; the other, in rescuing the whole of a valuable 
eonvoy from falling into the hands of the enemy, which 
must have been tho case had I acted any otherwise than 
I did. We have been driving about the North Sea 
ever since tho action, and endeavouring to make to any 
port we possibly could ; but have not been able to get 

into any place till lo-day we arrived in the Texel. 

Herewith I enclose you the most correct list of the killed 
and wounded I have as yet been able to procure, from 
my people being dispersed among the different ships, 
sad having been refused permission to muster them. 

"R. PEARSON." 
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" P. S. — I am refused permission to wait on Sir 
Joseph Yorke, and even to go on shore. 

" The killed were : — I boatswain, 1 master's mate, 
2 midshipmen, 1 quarter-master, 20 sailors, 15 marines. 
49. , 

*' Wounded : — Second Lieutenant Michael Stanhope, 
Lieutenant Whiteman, marines, 3 Surgeon's mates, 
six petty officers, 46 sailors, 12 marines. — Total 68. 

" Captain Piercy confirms this account, and adds, 
that at the beginning of the action he made sad to as- 
sist the Serapis ; but finding her and the ships she was 
engaged with so close together, and covered with smoke, 
so that he could not distinguish one from the other; he 
shortened sail, and engaged the Pallas for near two 
hours ; when, being so unfortunate as to have all his 
braces, great part of the running rigging, main and 
mizen topsail-sheets shot away, seven guns dismounted, 
four men killed, and twenty wounded, and another fri- 
gate coming up, he saw it was in vain any longer to 
continue the contest, and he was obliged to strike to 
such superior force,'' 

The King was fo highly pleafed with the 
behaviour of the two captains, and their of- 
ficers and men, that he conferred the honour 
of knighthood on Capt. Pearfon ; and foon 
afterwards hisMajefty made Capt. Piercy poft- 
oaptain, and promoted the other officers. 

The fervice they had performed deferved 
indeed every reward ; and fo fenfible were 
the Directors. of the Royal Exchange Aflu- 
rance Company of their obligations to the 
officers, for protecting the rich fleets under 
their care, that they voted their thanks to 
both j and, as a further teftimony of their 
approbation, requefted Capt. Pearfon 's ac- 
ceptance of a piece of plate, value one hun- 
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dred guineas ; and Capt. Piercy of another, 
value fifty guineas. 

Although Capt. Pearfon was not allowed 
to go on fhore, in order to make his cafe 
known to Sir Jofeph Yorke, this ambaffador, 
by his reprefentations to to their High Mighti- 
nefles the States General, prevailed upon 
them to caufe the wounded feamen of the 
Serapis, and the armed (hip, to be landed ; 
and likewife urged them ftrenuoufly to de- 
tain, and ordered to be delivered up both 
the fhips and their crews, " which," he faid, 
*' the pirate, Paul Jones of Scotland, who is 
a rebel fubjecl:, and a criminal of the ftate, 
had taken." They refufed to comply with 
this requeft ; and the only effeft this remon- 
ftrance had was, their not permitting the 
prizes to be fold there ; and gave command, 
that they Ihould depart from the ports of the 
States General in the fame ftate in which 
they came. Notwithftanding this order, 
which by the fequel appeared to be a mere 
pretence, they fuffered the {hips to remain ; 
and our ambaffador had to ufe the greateft 
exertion to procure the releafe of the prison- 
ers, every obftacle being thrown in his way, 
the captors fometimes calling themfelves 
Frenchmen, at other times Americans. At 
laft he obtained the releafe of the prifoners ; 
and the fquadron, though ftri&ly blockaded, 
effected their efcape on a dark night, and 
made their way to Dunkirk. 

The appearance of the pirate Jones in fuch 
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a formidable Crip in the Frith of Forth, had 
excited the greatefl alarm ; and the Lords of 
the Admiralty, aware of the unprotected 
ftate of the northern part of the kingdom, 
gave orders that a fquadron, confiding of the 
Prudent, of 64 guns, and feveral frigates, 
under the command of Capt. Burnet, mould 
fail immediately from Spithead, in order to 
protect the metropolis of Scotland. Capt. 
Burnet was fo anxious to make the beft of 
his way, that he kept his fhips clofe toge- 
ther : had the fquadron been more divided 
in their paffage to the north, there was a 
probability of intercepting Jones, when beat- 
ing about in the North Sea in a difabled 
ftate, before he could make the Texel. 

Having loft his (hip, the Bon Homme Ri- 
chard, Jones now fliifted his flag into the Al- 
liance. This fquadron ceafed not to &£t in 
concert; each (hip being left to fhift for it- 
fclf; and in January or February, 1780, 
Jones, eluding the vigilance of Britifh crui- 
fers, efcaped to Dunkirk, having on board 
with him the celebrated Capt. Guftavus 
Cunningham, who, like Jones, in the diftur- 
bances with America, had taken an early 
and active part againft his country, and ren- 
dered himfelf obnoxious to the Britifh go- 
vernment, until he was taken in an armed 
cutter, and carried into New York. The 
Americans perceiving the danger to which 
he was then expoied, tried every means in 
their power to obtain his releafe ; and, as a 
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laft refort, fent a very ftrong remonftrance 
to Sir George Collier, commander of the 
Raifonable, off New York, threatening fe- 
vere retaliation ; and for this purpofe Henry 
Hamilton, Efq. Lieut.-governor of Dehors j 
Philip Degean, a juftice of peace ; and Wil- 
liam Lambe, captain of volunteers, were fin- 
gled out by the Governor of Virginia. A 
young gentleman alfo was put in irons, and 
confined in a dungeon at Bofton, all of whom 
mould be dealt with in the fame manner as 
Cunningham mould be dealt with in Eng- 
land. To this remonftrance Sir George 
Collier returned a firm and fpirited anfwer, 
denying that any of his prifoners were treated 
with inhumanity ; to which he added, " that 
as it was the practice of civilized nations to 
puniih thofe guilty of offences againft their 
king and country, after having a fair trial in 
a court of juftice, Guftavus Cunningham 
being fo confidered, was therefore about to 
be fent off to England, to receive the punifh- 
nient due to his crimes." — Cunningham was 
fent to Falmouth in July, 1779, and lodged 
in the caftle ; but in a fhort time he effe&ed 
his efcape by digging out under the founda- 
tion of the caftle, and got over to France, 
where he met with Jones, with whom he 
faiied for Corunna. 

From this period until the year 1783, we 
know but little of the proceedings of Jones ; 
but, in December that year, he arrived in 
London from Paris,, with defpatches from the 
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American Congress to John Adams, the Ame- 
rican refident. After delivering his papers, 
he left London the following morning for 
Paris, on his way to America. 

Peace being concluded, his mind feemed 
to languifh for want of active employment, 
and we find him in March, 1788, at Copen- 
hagen, when he tendered his fervjces to the 
Emprefs of Ruffia, which were accepted ; 
but we have no account how he was em- 
ployed or where ; but we may prefume he 
either had not the opportunity of fignalizing 
himfelf, or was unfuccefsful— and he was 
under the necefsity of retiring to Paris, where 
he fpent the remainder of his life. 

Soon after this the Revolution broke out, 
but Jones not finding employment in the 
French navy, it being in fuch a deranged 
and ineffective ftate, his fpirits faft failed him, 
and he was at laft reduced to fuch abjecl: 
poverty, that Capt. Blackden was under the 
necefsity of raifing a fum, by way of fub- 
fcription, to get him decently interred. He 
died in the year 1792. 

Jones, being a native of North Britain, was 
considered a Calvinift, and as the laws re- 
garding the interment of fuch were not then 
abrogated, it was neceffary to apply to the 
National Affembly, who not only revoked 
thefe laws, but paffed a vote, that a deputa- 
tion of its members fhould attend his funeral. 
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